
Q…I went to a JP last week and she said I had to sign my name and 
date every page of my Affidavit now, instead of Initials. Is this true? It is 
an Affidavit to go with my Tax returns. It felt like she was getting to be 
the name. I had a line error in it, so I wrote another one one out and just 
went somewhere else. This JP questioned my reason for wanting to do 
the Affidavit and when I said I’m doing it to establish the fact that I am a 
Man first before any name, a right giving to me by Our Creator. He said 
this is not an affidavit and wont sign it. Has this happen to anyone else? 
I am going to see another one now.

A…I think I would tend to not go into any details or conversation about 
anything content wise with a JP it’s not their business (same as when I 
get a post office to sign a ‘certificate of mailing’ doc if they ask what it is 
I’m very light and say to them oh you don’t need to discuss (or worry 
about) that you are just witnessing whats gone envelope and move on 
warmly and they have always been ok with it. The thing for me is not 
getting into things we don’t need to get into. I might after signing was 
done if they were genuinely interested/ curious
 JPs don’t need to know what your affidavit is about, they are there to 
witness your signature. When, or if, I think JPs will have a problem with 
any of my documents then I cover it with paper and paperclip the paper 
to each page and just leave a space on each page for signatures. I tell 
the JP it is a private and confidential document and that I just want them 
to witness my signature. It is good to date and sign each page as long 
as the JP signs it on every page as well. You can put Deponent: [your 
signature] Taken By: [Jps signature] at the bottom of each page. The 
only time the JP has to see your document is if they are signing it as a 
true and correct copy and even then they are meant to be impartial 
officers just witnessing that copy, they also only need to look at the first 
and final paragraph of each page to ensure it is a true copy, they have 
no right to cast judgement on what you are doing.

The second JP was the same. He was questioning me about the use of 
an Affidavit and trying to get me to do a Stat Dec. I said to him I am not 
operating in the Public realm and it doesn’t matter if he doesn’t believe 
what I am stating to be true or not. He didn’t want to sign it and started 
saying that its not right. I thanked him for his time and left. I will have to 
go back to the original lady, at least she was good enough to sign the 
one with a mistake.
Thank you both for your advice. 



I had the same experience today and last week, I still initialled each 
page and they also wanted me to sign in black by using the pen they 
used, I politely said no thanks I will sign in blue.
Just go to different JP’s until you find one and they become familiar with 
you, no point in wasting time and energy on them.
As the previous commenters pointed out, they are only there to witness 
the signature and verify your face to the ID and get you to read out the 
Affirmation.
Also a good idea to take in a printout of the Justice of The Peace 
Association (whichever state you are in) website where it states the roles 
of the JP and remind them of this.

I find the less you tell them and the more calm confident and in charge 
you seem to be, the more relaxed they are. I always dress well as 
people tend to treat you with more respect when you are well dressed. I 
tell them what I need them to do and as a previous commenter said 
“they are only there to witness the signature and verify your face to the 
ID and get you to read out the Affirmation.”

JP’s can be a strange breed thats for sure. I suppose something about 
the demographic is quite specific – the type of individual attracted to 
applying. It also depends upon the context. Are they in a booth at the 
shopping centre with not much to do but read a novel, or are they in a 
one hour slot at a community centre with 25 people waiting to see them. 
I’ve had the spectrum of experiences from highly pleasant, to good to 
indifferent, to evil and in between. After years of practice I have 
developed a instinct for quickly observing the manner of who I am 
dealing with, how to approach them, what to say, definitely what not to 
say – and also, when to simply walk away and not waste my energy 
because they are being too contrary and not worth getting stressed 
about. I’ve had to report JP’s for misconduct before, which I did just on 
principle. The caveat is that, these professional types are not obligated 
and have a right to refuse. Simply ask for your signature to be witnessed 
and for your affirmation or oath to be taken. While of course I am always 
respectful and pleasant , I remember to be confident and not feel like I 
am imposing on their time. 


